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WASHINGTCW -- A group of eleven powerful farm and food producing organizations 
i s looking to the White House f o r help t o c l i p the law enforcement wings of Health, 
Education, and Welfare S e c r e t a r y Arthur S, Fleraming, 

Whether such help would be forthcoming i n the manner and degree demanded by 
the producer organizations seemed doubtful at press time, though there was a 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t some a c t i o n along t h i s l i n e might be taken. A White House spokes­
man t o l d POOD FIELD REPORTER no d e c i s i o n has been made on a proposal submitted by 
the farm groups. 

F a c t " F i n d i n g Body Urged 

The proposal was that the President appoint a " p u b l i c f a c t - f i n d i n g body" 
which would ''evaluate p e r t i n e n t f a c t s r e l a t i n g t o the use of a g r i c u l t u r a l chemi­
c a l s and drugs I n the production, processing, marketing, and d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
food? study e x i s t i n g laws and procedures providing f o r the approval and use of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l chemicals and drugs, and the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of those procedures by 
f e d e r a l dfepartraents and agencies i n v o l v e d , and recommend changes i n e x i s t i n g laws 
and procedures, i n c l u d i n g additions thereto and d e l a t i o n s therefrom, on the b a s i s 
of the f i n d i n g s of the group,* 

I t was presented to Mr, Flemming, S e c r e t a r y of A g r i c u l t u r e E z r a T a f t Benson 
and Don P&arlberg, s p e c i a l a s s i s t a n t t o the President and former A s s i s t a n t Secre­
t a r y of A g r i c u l t u r e , as w e l l as to some members of Congress, and at press time 
was Mnder consideration by the two s e c r e t a r i e s and Mr, Paarlberg, 

Charles B. Shuman, president of the American Farm Bureau Federation i s a c t i n g 
as chairman of the group. Other organizations represented i n the conferences i n ­
clude the National Grange, National Farmers Union, National Council of Farmer 
Cooperatives, United Fresh F r u i t and Vegetable A s s o c i a t i o n , National Milk Pro­
ducers Federation, National P o u l t r y Producers F e d e r a t i o n , and a number of other 
"commodity" farm organizations representing producers of l i v e s t o c k and cotton. 

P r o t e c t i o n Backed 

Spokesmen f o r the group a s s e r t e d the organizations have "no q u a r r e l whatso­
ever w i t h p o s i t i v e p r o t e c t i o n of p u b l i c health through the enforcement of laws 
and r e g u l a t i o n s governing the use of a g r i c u l t u r a l chemicals and drugs." However, 
they declared wit h equal f e r v o r against Mr. Flemming's "headline t r i a l and con­
v i c t i o n , " which, they s a i d , was " a r b i t r a r y , c a p r i c i o u s and completely unneces-
sar ^ o " e s p e c i a l l y i n the cranberry and caponette s i t u a t i o n s . 

F i r s t purpose of the proposal, according to the farm r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i s t o 
*p5st an immediate stop" to the techniques demonstrated by Mr. Flemming i n the two 
in c i d e n t s mentioned. The second i s to provide "a mechanism f o r a longer range 
s o l u t i o n to the problems inherent i n the present s i t u a t i o n , " 
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The f a c t - f i n d i n g commission proposed by the farm groups would c o n s i s t of seven 
non-government people with a s c i e n t i f i c knowledge i n the f i e l d of food a d d i t i v e s 
and a g r i c u l t u r a l drugs, p r e f e r a b l j ^ w i t h "working knowledge of the problems i n ­
volved." They would be s e l e c t e d from nominations submitted by "such i m p a r t i a l 
groups" as the National Academy of S c i e n c e s , land grant c o l l e g e s , American Medical 
A s s o c i a t i o n , u n i v e r s i t y and p r i v a t e r e search o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Mr, Paarlberg t o l d FOOD FIELD REPORTER there was " f u l l information and con­
cern here w i t h t h i s most d i f f i c u l t problem." The White House, he s a i d , wants 
the two f e d e r a l agencies to work together to r e s o l v e d i f f e r e n c e s they may have,/ 
over enforcement of the Food, Drug and Cosmetic A c t , and w i l l have "continued 
concern" t h a t t h i s w i l l come about. 

I t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t the wholesoraeness of the nation's food suppjly be pre­
served and t h a t t h e people of the country have confidence that the supply i s 
wholesome and confidence i n the f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s who administer our food pro­
grams, Mr. Paarlberg a s s e r t e d . The i n t e r e s t of the White House i s to see that 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of government o f f i c i a l s i n t h i s f i e l d are properly c a r r i e d 
out, he s a i d . 

Mr. Paarlberg a l s o confirmed e a r l i e r reports (see FFR J a n . 4, p, 2) that 
no suggestion has been given Mr, Flemming by the White House that enforcement 
of the food and drug law should be eased. 

Mr. Flemming t o l d FOOD FxELD 'EPGITEl he could not accept the portion of 
the farm or g a n i z a t i o n s ' proposal vjhich contemplates U i i n g a public " f a c t - f i n d i n g 
body" to pai,s upon prospective jood and Drug Administration a c t i o n s , such as i n 
the crar.berry and caponette cases. He s a i d he v.rould not object to a f a c t - f i n d ­
ing commission to study h i s department's lav;s, p o l i c i e s and procedures, but saw 
no need f o r such a group. Health, Education, and Welfare Department s c i e n t i s t s 
are f u l l y capable of a d v i s i n g him on s c i e n t i f i c matters, Mr. Flemming s a i d . 


